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SEXUAL ASSAULT INITIATIVE = 


UPDATE 


Women have a right to feel safe and secure 
on the street, in the workplace, and in their 
homes. In support of this government’s 
commitment to maintain safe and secure 


communities for every person in this province, 


new funding of nearly $30 million dollars over 
five years was announced in January, 1990, 
for a plan to address the problem of sexual 
assault of women. Initiatives are concentrated 
in the areas of services to victims, the justice 
system and prevention/ public education. 


"SERVICES TO VICTIMS" 


Sexual assault has long-term, devastating 
effects on its victims. In recognition of the 
priority of providing the needed support to 
women, over $24 million of the first five 
years’ funding is going to improve services to 
victims. But just exactly what has been done? 


mFunding for 20 rape crisis centres in Ontario 


has been stabilized allowing the centres to 
operate without the fear of having to shut 
down essential services to victims 1.e., 
counselling programs. A funding formula has 
been established which meets with the 
approval of the Ontario Coalition of Rape 
Crisis Centres, all of the rape crisis centres 


and the Ministry of the Solicitor General. The 


following will receive annualized funding 
based on the formula through this initiative: 


Ontario Coalition of Rape Crisis Centres 


Sarnia Lambton Sexual Assault Crisis Centre 


Scugog Rape Crisis Centre 

Sudbury Sexual Assault Crisis Centre 
Timmins Sexual Assault Centre 
Toronto Rape Crisis Centre 


Sexual Assault Crisis Centre - Windsor Essex 


Women’s Place Kenora 

Kingston Sexual Assault Centre 

Sexual Assault Centre London 
Oshawa-Durham Rape Crisis Centre 
Ottawa Rape Crisis Centre 

Sexual Assault Support Centre - Ottawa 
Peterborough Rape Crisis Centre 


FALL 1990 


Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic - 
Toronto 

Barrie and District Rape Crisis Line 

Chatham-Kent Sexual Assault Centre 

CARSA-Niagara Region 

Sexual Assault Centre Guelph 

Halton Rape Crisis Centre, 


and the 
Sexual Assault Centre of Hamilton & Area 


m Lhe sexual assault forensic kit, an evidence 
collection kit, has been revised to be more 
"victim sensitive" and has been translated into 
French. It should be available in all Ontario 
hospitals in the fall; 


mw By March, 1991, 22 sexual assault care 
centres in hospitals will be receiving Ministry 
of Health funding. Seven of these have yet to 
be designated for funding. The following 
centres are now being funded as a result of 
the new initiative: 


St. Joseph’s Hospital - Sarnia 
St. Joseph’s Hospital - London 
Victoria Hospital - London 
Guelph General Hospital 
Dufferin Area Hospital - Orangeville 
Chedoke-McMaster Hospitals - Hamilton 
Mississauga Hospital 
Women’s College Hospital - Toronto 
Hospital for Sick Children - Toronto 
Scarborough Salvation Army Grace Hospital 
Peterborough Civic Hospital 
Brockville General Hospital 
Sudbury-Algoma General Hospitals 

and the 
Plummer Memorial Hospital -Sault Ste. 


Marie 


In addition, the Community Mental Health 
Branch of the Ministry of Health is providing 
funding for sexual assault counselling. 
Agencies in the following areas are 
receiving annualized funding: 
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York Region (York Region Abuse Program) 

Kingston, Frontenac and Lennox & Addington 

(Sexual Assault Crisis Centre - Kingston) 

Thunder Bay (Thunder Bay Physical & Sexual 
Assault Crisis Centre) 

Rideau Valley (Lanark Community Mental 
Health Program & Lanark County Interval 
House) 

East Muskoka/Parry Sound (Muskoka 
Interval House) 

West Muskoka/Parry Sound (Esprit Place) 
and 

Metropolitan Toronto (Barbra Schlifer 
Commemorative Clinic) 


The following five areas have also been 
designated to receive counselling dollars in 
1990/91: 


Eastern Ontario 
Nipissing 
Huron and Perth 
Grey-Bruce, 
and 
Kenora/Rainy River 


m lhe Ministry of Health is also funding a 
grants program for the education of health 
professionals in the area of sexual assault. 
The purpose of the program is to increase 
knowledge of, and sensitivity to, the needs of 
women who have been sexually assaulted. 
More information on the program can be 
obtained by calling the Women’s Health 
Bureau at (416) 965-0460. 


mCounselling funds will be available to 
community agencies through the Ministry 
of Community and Social Services. 


æ With funding from the Ontario Women’s 
Directorate through the sexual assault 
initiative, a sexual assault training program is 
being designed for professionals in the justice, 
social service and health systems. The 
training program will consist of a core 
curriculum which can be used with 
professionals from all sectors and discipline- 
specific modules to meet the particular needs 
of each sector. Respective ministries will 


ensure implementation of the training once 
the package has been completed. 


"PREVENTION/PUBLIC EDUCATION" 


Public education is imperative if we are to 
challenge current attitudes towards women 
and the climate of violence which threaten the 
safety and security of women and impedes the 
attainment of equality. In particular, we must 
address the myths about sexual assault held 
by much of society at present. For example, it 
is commonly believed that women lie about 
being sexually assaulted, that they are in some 
way to blame for being victimized, that 
women like forced sex and that most rapists 
are sick strangers who jump out from behind 
bushes. Continued public education is 
required to change these attitudes and 
reinforce the message that sexual assault is a 
crime. 


mJune has been targeted as the annual 
provincial Sexual Assault Prevention Month. 
Posters and brochures on sexual assault were 
displayed in grocery stores across Ontario. 
Articles addressing the myths and realities of 
sexual assault were distributed to community 
papers across the province; 


mw Eighty-five community groups in Ontario 
have received grants to support local public 
education projects on sexual assault. Types of 
organizations which received grants in 
1989/90 include rape crisis centres, shelters, 
secondary schools, sexual assault treatment 
centres, women’s centres, churches and police 
departments. Organizations will address the 
myths and realities of sexual assault, discuss 
issues of date rape, pornography, sexual 
harassment and incest, identify local resources 
and look at methods of prevention of sexual 
assault through conferences, workshops, 
media campaigns and panel presentations. 


To coincide with Sexual Assault Prevention 
Month, the majority of the community 
projects took place in June. These grants will 
be available once a year. 


mihe Ministry of the Solicitor General is 
funding forums on sexual assault. To date 
forums have been held in Timmins, Barrie, 
Toronto, Peel Region and Sault Ste. Marie. 
Sponsored by community groups, the forums 
have addressed a variety of issues including 
sexual abuse of persons with disabilities in 
institutions, the special needs of immigrant 
women victims, crisis intervention and the 
treatment of victims. In order to qualify for 
funding, police must be involved in both 
planning and participation aspects of the 
forum. 


"JUSTICE" 


A study carried out in 1981 for the federal 
Solicitor General, indicates that 62 per cent of 
sexual assaults were not reported to the 
police. Of the women not reporting, 47 per 
cent cited their concern about the attitudes of 
police and courts as a reason. 


In an effort to make the justice system more 
responsive to victims and to reduce under- 
reporting, over $2.4 million dollars will be 
used over the next five years to train police, 
Crown Attorneys and correctional services 
staff, and to provide additional resources to 
assist victims and witnesses during the court 
process. 


gi lwo new Victim/Witness sites have been 
established. Part of the Ministry of the 
Attorney General’s Victim/Witness 
Assistance Program, these sites provide 
information and support to both victims and 
witnesses of crime during the court process. 


The two new sites, located in Scarborough 
and Newmarket, should be staffed by this fall. 
Victim/Witness programs are currently 
operating in Etobicoke, London, Kingston, 
Ottawa, Sudbury, Hamilton, Pembroke, 
Windsor and Kenora. In addition to the 
establishment of new sites, part-time 
assistants to the coordinators of the London, 
Windsor, Etobicoke and Ottawa sites have 
recently been hired. 


CO 


*CO-ORDINATION" 


The Interministerial Committee on Sexual 
Assault recognizes the importance of a co- 
ordinated approach to the problem of sexual 
assault. In Year Two (1990/91) of the 
implementation of the sexual assault 
initiatives, the Ontario Women’s Directorate 
will encourage the development of co- 
ordinated service delivery by assisting in the 
establishment of sexual assault networks or 
coordinating committees at the community 


level. 
AE ST EA en MAUR 


RESEARCH 
ON SEXUAL ASSAULT 


The following research projects on sexual 
assault are being carried out by the 
Ontario government: 


. Safe House Needs Assessment 

A grant of $23,000 has been awarded to the 
Gerstein Centre to do a needs assessment for 
a safe house for women. The Gerstein 
Centre is interested in establishing a safe 
house for women who are experiencing 
extreme psychological trauma as a result of 
sexual assault, wife abuse or child sexual 
abuse. (grant from the Ontario Women’s 
Directorate) 


. Sexual Ethics in Psychotherapy 

A research and education project which 
focuses on the problem of sexual exploitation 
of clients by therapists. (grants from the 
Ontario Women’s Directorate and the 
Ministry of Health) 


. Sexual Harassment in Housing 

A three-year project (currently in year two) 
looking at 400 women living in co-ops, private 
housing and Ontario housing to determine the 
incidence of sexual harassment in housing. 
The project will examine the particular 
experiences of special needs groups including 
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Aboriginal women, black women and 
francophone women. (funded by the Ontario 
Women’s Directorate and the Ministry of 
Housing) 


. Violence Against Women with Disabilities in 
Community Settings 

This project will include a literature review, a 
service needs assessment, and a legislative 
regulations and policy review. (funded by the 
Ontario Women’s Directorate and the 
Ministry of Community and Social Services) 


. Women with Disabilities 

The Dis-Abled Women’s Network is doing an 
anecdotal study on the problems women with 
disabilities face when 

trying to access services. (Funded by the 
Office for Disabled Persons) 


. Services/Funding for Adult Incest Survivors 
within Ontario: An Overview 

This is a report of a study of the provincial 
services, resources and funding available to 
adult survivors of incest and the needs and 
gaps in services as articulated by service 
providers. (funded by the Ontario Women’s 
Directorate. This project is now complete) 


. Project to Improve the Access to Services by 
Immigrant, Refugee and Women of Colour 
Who Are Victims of Sexual Assault 

Service responses to immigrant/refugee 
women and women of colour who are victims 
of sexual assault will be identified and 
assessed. An educational program will be 
developed for front-line workers who work 
with this population and documentation will 
be provided to assist the government in 
developing future responses to this issue. 
(funded by the Women’s Health Bureau, 
Ministry of Health) 


. Evaluability Assessment 

The Ontario Women’s Directorate is funding 
an evaluability assessment of the sexual 
assault initiative with a view to developing a 
framework for evaluating the 

initiative at the end of a five year period. 


. Sexual Violence and Harassment in 
Canadian Women’s Lives 

A study documenting and analyzing the scope, 
nature and impact of the problem of violence 
against girls and women including wife 
battering, sexual harassment, incest, childhood 
sexual abuse, rape and sexual assault. (funded 
by the Ontario Women’s Directorate and the 
Ministries of Community & Social Services 
and Solicitor-General) 


. An Exploration of the Role 

of Physical and Sexual 

Abuse for Psychiatrically Institutionalized 
Women 

A study which examines the relationship 
between violence against women, with 
particular emphasis on violence in the family, 
and psychiatric disability. (funded by the 
Ontario Women’s Directorate) 


SEXUAL ASSAULT 


Who We Are 


The Interministerial Committee on Sexual 
Assault was formed in May 1988. Its 
mandate was to examine the resources 
available to deal with sexual assault and to 
provide a comprehensive and co-ordinated 
approach to address the issues relating to 
sexual assault, including the role and funding 
of rape crisis centres. With original 
representation from 15 ministries and 
agencies and chaired by the Ontario Women’s 
Directorate, the committee held community 
consultations in October 1988 and again in 
April-May 1989 to identify gaps in services for 
victims of sexual assault in Ontario. The 
information from these consultations guided 
the development of a report to cabinet. The 
initiatives now being implemented in the 
areas of services to victims, 
prevention/education and the justice system 


are the result of recommendations made to 
cabinet in this report. 


The Interministerial Committee on Sexual 
Assault now has representation from 20 
ministries and agencies in Ontario including: 


The Ministries of 
Attorney General 
Citizenship 
Colleges & Universities 
Community & Social Services 
Consumer & Commercial Relations 
Correctional Services 
Education 
Health 
Housing 
Labour 
Mines & Northern Development 
Municipal Affairs 
Solicitor General 
Transportation 
and the 
Office for Disabled Persons 
Office of Francophone Affairs 
Office for Senior Citizens’ Affairs 
Ontario Native Affairs Directorate 
Ontario Women’s Directorate 
Race Relations Directorate 


Each ministry/agency has a role to play 
within the initiative. For example, the 
Ministry of Transportation is represented on 
the committee because of its involvement in 
issues of safety on transit systems, while the 
Race Relations Directorate is a member 
because of its interest in ensuring that any 
policy or programs developed by the 
Interministerial Committee will take into 
account the unique needs of racial minority 
and immigrant women. The Interministerial 
Committee meets quarterly. 


The Interministerial Committee on Sexual 
Assault is served by four sub-committees: 
Prevention/Education, Research, Services and 
Justice. Each of the sub-committees meets 
monthly to monitor and implement initiatives 
within its mandate. 
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Prevention/Education Sub-Committee 


The Prevention/Education Sub-Committee 
is mandated to develop an overall prevention 
strategy for the sexual assault initiative. It 
will focus on primary prevention of sexual 
assault of girls and women and will be looking 
at the inclusion of issues of violence against 
women in school curricula, public education, 
depictions that demean or portray sexual 
violence against women and girls, and at the 
safety and security of women within the 
community. 


Research Sub-Committee 


The Research Sub-Committee will be 
responsible for conducting a literature review 
on sexual assault, identifying gaps in research 
and for reviewing and providing feedback on 
research activities in various member 
ministries. In addition, this committee will 
recommend to the Interministerial Committee 
a framework for the future evaluation of the 
sexual assault initiative. 


Services Sub-Committee 


The focus of the Services Sub-Committee is 
on service delivery, coordination/ networking 
of services at the community level and 
training. The Services Sub-Committee will 
develop an inventory of services for victims of 
sexual assault. This can be used to identify 
gaps and/or needs in service and to 
recommend strategies to address these. In 
addition, this committee will monitor the 
development of the Interdisciplinary Training 
package. 


Justice Sub-Committee 


The Justice Sub-Committee will concentrate 
on monitoring and responding to legislative 
issues relating to sexual assault, monitoring 
reviews of treatment services for sex 
offenders, as well as looking at the practices 
of the justice ministries in dealing with sexual 
assault charges. Along with the Research Sub- 
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Committee, the Justice Sub-Committee will 
review research concerning sentencing 
practices of the judiciary, the issue of 
pornography and its regulation, professional 
standards, codes of ethics, and practices 
concerning the regulation of sexual assault in 
trades and professions. 


All sub-committees are responsible for 
reporting back to the Interministerial 
Committee on Sexual Assault on their 
activities, and for providing the Committee 
with advice in their respective areas of 
expertise. The Interministerial Committee 
and its sub-committees have adopted a 
preamble which states that all activities 
undertaken will address the unique problems 
faced by women who are institutionalized, 
economically disadvantaged women, 
Aboriginal women, refugee women, racial 
minority women, immigrant women, 
adolescent women, senior women, 
francophone women, women with disabilities 
and rural women. 


The Ontario Women’s Directorate chairs 
both the Interministerial Committee on 
Sexual Assault and the Interministerial 
Committee on Services Related to Wife 
Battering and their sub-committees. These 
two Interministerial Committees work very 
closely together to ensure a co-ordinated 
approach to issues of violence against women. 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL THE ONTARIO WOMEN’S DIRECTORATE 
SEXUAL ASSAULT UNIT 
AT 
(416) 597-4513 


Ontario 480 University Ave. 
) 2nd Floor 
Women's Toronto, Ontario M5G 1V2 


Directorate (416) 597-4500 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61120609243 
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